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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Brainlab Becomes a Partner of the Bayerische Staatsoper 

Munich-based pioneer of digital medical technology becomes innovation partner of the 
Bayerische Staatsoper from 2023 onwards 

Munich, March 23, 2023 – New inspiration for the flagship of Munich’s cultural scene: For the first 
time in 2023, the company Brainlab will become an innovation partner and thereby also a sponsor 
of the Bayerische Staatsoper’s newly created “Ja, Mai” Festival, which launched in 2022. For both 
partners, the goal of this cooperation is to jointly establish innovative event formats at the intersection 
of art, technology, science and research. As a pioneer in the field of digital medical imaging, Brainlab 
can provide exceptional impetus for digital cultural formats. With this creative partnership, the 
Munich-based company adds another impressive facet to its ongoing commitment to art and music 
as part of its Brainlab Culture Program.  

“In my view, creativity and analytical skills are mutually dependent and are central to every 
innovation. That is why art and culture have always played a significant role at Brainlab – and are, 
on a personal level, very close to my heart,” commented Stefan Vilsmeier, founder and CEO of 
Brainlab. “We are thrilled to be working with such a preeminent institution like the Bayerische 
Staatsoper this year.” 

With an over 350-year history of opera and ballet, the Bayerische Staatsoper is among the world’s 
leading opera houses. Approximately 600,000 guests attend more than 400 events every year. The 
Bayerische Staatsoper aims to make an important contribution to Munich’s reputation as one of the 
most internationally renowned cities of culture in the world.  

“We are excited to see what synergies we can create through this partnership with Brainlab – from 
which the audience will ultimately profit,” commented Serge Dorny, Artistic Director of the Bayerische 
Staatsoper. “By focusing on the idea of digitalization, one which is central to Brainlab, we can build 
a bridge between culture and technology. My hope is that these new formats will encourage a more 
diverse audience for opera and ballet and make it easier for younger generations to access these 
artforms.” 

The “Ja, Mai” festival taking place in May is dedicated to early and contemporary music theatre. It 
references its beginnings in the late 16th century and connects yesterday, today and tomorrow. The 
2003/04 piece Hanjo by contemporary composer Toshio Hosokawa, inspired by Nō Theater, will be 
performed, as well as one of the earliest ever operas, Monteverdi's Il ritorno/The Year of Magical 
Thinking, which originally premiered in Venice in 1640.  

JA, MAI FESTIVAL 2023 
This second edition of the Ja, Mai Festival, newly founded by the Bayerische Staatsoper, focuses 
on synergies between music theater, dance and visual arts and revolves around the thematic 
constellation of "expectation.” The festival explores motifs such as waiting, the passing of time, the 
question of letting go or holding on and the various semantic dimensions of time. 

 

https://www.brainlab.com/
https://www.staatsoper.de/
https://www.staatsoper.de/en/ja-mai-2022-23
https://www.brainlab-culture-program.com/
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THEMED CONCERTS 
Science and art come together in these themed concerts. The evenings will be dialogues between 
two manifestations of the human urge to explore in the form of lectures from fundamental research 
and music from chamber ensembles and similar orchestrations.  

March 26th, 2023  
1ST THEMED CONCERT: THE FUTURE DOESN’T WAIT 
7:00 PM, Freiraum in München Hoch5 (Werksviertel) 

March 30th, 2023  
2ND THEMED CONCERT: DIVERSITY AND DEMOCRACY? 
7:00 PM, Brainlab headquarters 

March 31st, 2023  
3RD THEMED CONCERT: I DON’T AT ALL WANT TO KNOW 
7:00 PM Scholastikahaus 

OPERAS 
HANJO 
The piece Hanjo by contemporary composer Toshio Hosokawa, inspired by Nō Theater, will be 
performed. Rirkrit Tiravanija, a visual artist, was commissioned to design the stage space.  

May 5th, 8th, 10th, 12th, 14th, 2023  
7:00 PM Haus der Kunst, West Gallery 

IL RITORNO/THE YEAR OF MAGICAL THINKING  
The second production of the festival showcases one of the earliest operas ever: Claudio 
Monteverdi's Il ritorno d'Ulisse in patria. The work will be performed as Il ritorno/The Year of 
Magical Thinking, using an autobiographical text by the U.S. writer Joan Didion, who died in 2021. 
Responsible for the scenic realization of Il ritorno/The Year of Magical Thinking is the multi award-
winning acting director Christopher Rüping, who will direct an opera for the first time at the festival. 

FESTIVAL PROGRAM 
In the lead-up to Ja, Mai and during the festival period, the narratives and themes will be artistically 
fanned out in a festival program - themed concerts, cinema series, Stelldichein!, introductions and 
post-festival discussions - at various locations around Munich. The whole program can be found 
on the Bayerischen Staatsoper website: www.staatsoper.de 

 
About Brainlab 
Brainlab creates software-driven med tech digitizing, automating and optimizing clinical workflows. 
Serving physicians, medical professionals and patients in 6300+ hospitals in 122 countries, we’re 
transforming healthcare to improve the lives of patients everywhere. We employ over 2200 people 
in 25 locations worldwide. Visit and follow: Brainlab, LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.  
 
With the Brainlab Culture Program, we bridge our high-tech foundation with social responsibility in 
the areas of art and culture—initiating projects with creative personalities and institutions in the art 
and culture scenes. For more information: Brainlab Culture Program 

http://www.staatsoper.de/
https://www.brainlab.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/brainlab/
https://twitter.com/Brainlab
https://www.facebook.com/brainlabcorporate
https://www.instagram.com/brainlabcorporate/
https://www.brainlab-culture-program.com/en
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About the Bayerische Staatsoper 
The Bayerische Staatsoper looks back proudly on over 350 years of history – every day bringing 
new artistic stimuli, exceptional productions and socially-relevant discussions and endeavoring to 
enrich the cultural scene far beyond the borders of Bavaria. With approximately 600,000 guests and 
over 400 events each year, the Bayerishe Staatsoper makes an important contribution to Munich’s 
reputation as one of the world’s most renowned cultural cities.  

During a season each year from September to July, the Bayerische Staatsoper offers more than 40 
operas from five centuries and over 20 ballets from the 19th century to the present day, as well as 
concerts and lieder recitals. With 2,101 seats, Munich’s National Theater is Germany’s largest opera 
house and one of Europe’s most beautiful theatres. 

As a three-division house, the Bayerische Staatsoper has its own orchestra - the Bayerische 
Staatsorchester – which celebrates its 500th anniversary in 2023 - and a ballet company - 
the Bayerische Staatsballett.  

 

Press Contact 

Michael Wuerges 
Direktor Strategische Kommunikation, Presse 
michael.wuerges@staatsoper.de 

Bernadette Erwig 
Senior Manager Communication & PR 
+49 89 99 1568 0 
presse@brainlab.com 

https://www.staatsoper.de/nationaltheater
https://www.staatsoper.de/staatsorchester
https://www.staatsoper.de/staatsorchester
https://www.staatsoper.de/bayerisches-staatsballett
mailto:michael.wuerges@staatsoper.de
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